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SUBJECT: MY PLANS AND THE LEBANDSE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 

1 . WE ARE STILL NOT REPEAT NOT CERTAIN THAT LEBANESE 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION WILL COME OFE SATURDAY, MAY 8, 

AS PRESENTLY SCHEDULED. AS WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED, 
IT MIGHT BE WELL IF I ABSENT MYSELE FROM COUNTRY BRIEFLY 
DURING PERIOD OE ACTUAL ELECTION. IN VIEW OF UNCERTAINTIES 
AS TO TIMING AND OTHER LOCAL DEVELOPMENTS, HOWEVER, IT IS 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR ME TO PLAN DEFINITELY WHEN, OR INDEED IF, 

1 SHOULD DUCK OUT FOR A BRIEF SPELL. 

2. IN THINKING ABOUT CONTINGENCIES, THE LOCAL ALTERNATIVES 
WOULD BE VISITS TO MY OLD FRIENDS IN EITHER CYPRUS OR 
JORDAN, BUT PLANE TRAVEL TO LARNACA HAS PROVEN HIGHLY 
IRREGULAR OVER RECENT WEEKS. IT SEEMS TO ME, THEREFORE, 
THAT THE BEST DESTINATION EOR MY SOJOURN WOULD BE 
AMMAN, WHICH CAN BE REACHED RATHER EASILY FROM HERE 

ON SHORT NOTICE. 

3. I WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING YOUR REACTIONS TO THIS 
POSSIBILITY IN ADVANCE SO THAT I CAN MOVE QUICKLY, IE 

I DECIDE A GRACEFUL EXIT IS INDICATED. YOU MAY ALSO 
WISH TO TRY THIS POSSIBILITY ON AMBASSADOR PICKERING 
FOR SIZE. 
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